From: Runge, Jeff

To: Larson, Scott

Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] ABB reports

Date: Thursday, October 15, 2020 8:07:00 AM
Attachments: 20201013 Draft-Doc ABB Talking Points.docx
Scott,

Attached are the talking points. Jim's phone number is not included below, but | did receive a
call from him regarding the bird collisions in Omaha. From this, | have his phone number at
_. As we discussed by phone, we have not received final reports from the project
consultants for 2020 and do not expect them anytime soon. Reports typically come in at the
end of the calendar year.

Jeff

From: James Ducey <sandhills.jim.ducey@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, October 8, 2020 4:30 PM

To: Runge, Jeff <jeff runge@fws.gov>; Hines, Eliza B <eliza_hines@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] ABB reports

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

If someone has a permit to temporarily take American burying beetles for research purposes
are they required to submit an annual report of their activities?

If so, this is public information that should be provided upon request. If not your agency is
seemingly not keeping proper records about how agencies or individuals may or may not be
adhering to federal regulations.

Please let me know what is going on in this regard.

These beetles cannot rely solely on FWS regs. Citizens of the sandhills want their beetles to
get proper respect and suitable conservation.

No federal agency controls the life and times of the great American Burying Beetle in the
great American Sandhills.


mailto:Jeff_Runge@fws.gov
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Draft ABB Talking Points

R-Project

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

October 13, 2020

· [bookmark: _GoBack]NPPD has been conducting American burying beetle (ABB) surveys annually since 2016 and in accordance with the Service approved R-Project Annual ABB Survey Plan developed by NPPD.

· The ABB is a habitat generalist and is mobile, is active at night, and resides underground. Thus, ABB density cannot be determined using visual surveys.  

· The Service supports the use of traps to document ABB density because it is a proven method for surveying and addresses the above limitations.

· The R-Project Annual ABB Survey Plan was developed to comply with the Service’s Presence/Absence Survey Protocol for ABB.  

· NPPD continues to conduct ABB surveys near the proposed project route so that updated, best available species information is available for planning purposes.

· NPPD’s consultants are lawfully permitted to conduct surveys under the authority of section 10(a)(1)(A) of the Endangered Species Act.

· Specifications of the permit are similar to those issued to research institutions conducting ABB surveys.

· The consultants are permitted to survey for species presence.

· Neither NPPD nor their consultants have authorization to relocate ABB to the mitigation site, nor have they relocated any ABB.  NPPD and the Service in collaboration have developed a mitigation parcel management plan to enhance the site for ABB; it does not include ABB population enhancement.

· Permittees have not reported ABB mortality from trapping.

· Any requests for Section 10(a)(1)(A) permits must be done through FOIA.

· The Service recognizes that density and distribution of individuals are important to ABB conservation, so we include specifications in all ABB research and recovery permits that minimize any harm to ABB from trapping.

· All ABB must be immediately released within 2,000 feet of the location where they were captured.

· Additional protections are in place to minimize the length of stay within the trap, thus minimizing any impacts to individuals while contained.

· All ABB surveyors must have appropriate training, qualifications, and experience with the species.  Surveyors must adhere to strict survey protocols designed to minimize impacts of surveys to the species, including specific trap designs and weather requirements.

· The best scientific and commercial data available indicate that the majority of trapped ABB have traveled a distance of 0.5-mile or less (Reference ABB SSA).
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